Tickhill Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2024

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 201 5/234)

(a)

(b)

Date

Announcement made by: (d)

The audit of accounts for Tickhill Town Council for the year ended 31
March 2024 has been completed and the accounts have been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection by any local government
elector of the area of Tickhill Town Council on application to:
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rovided to any local government elector of the area on
(c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
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Copies will be
payment of £
Accountability Return.

of announcement: (e)

Notes

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3 of
the AGAR must be published by
30 September. This must include
publication on the smaller
authority’s website. The smaller
authority must decide how long to
publish the Notice for; the AGAR
and external auditor report must
be publicly available for 5 years.

{a

Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c) Insertareasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e} Insert the date of placing of the
notice

www.pkf-l.com



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of;

ek XA L e

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangemeants foi
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our Fnowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the vear ended 31 March 2024, that! ’

prepared iis accaunting stafements in accordance
with the Avcounts and Audit Regu/ations.

1. We hava put in place amengemants for affective financia
managamant during the year, and for the praparstion of
e seequnting statemants.

. We maimalned an adequate system of intsmal control
including messures dasigred to prevent and detect fraud
and carruption and reviewad its efoctivenass.

3

made proper arengements and acceplsd rasponaiBiny

31 for safoguarding tha public money and rescurses =

its charga,

has oniy done whal it hag (he legsi powsr 10 oo and hss
complied with Propar Praciices in dokng sc.

3. We taok all reasonable gleps 1o assure gurseives
that thers are no matlers of actual or patential
ar-compliance with laws, reguiations and Propst
Praclices that could have a significant finanda! effect
on the abiiity of this authority 1o conduct ifs
business or manage its finances.

4. Wae provided proper opportunity during the vear for
the axercive of efectors’ rights in accordanca with the
reguiramants of the Ascounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carrled out an asseasment of the risks facing this

i authorty end took appropriate steps fo manage those

i risks, including the introduction of intamal controls andior |

i extemal lvsurance cover whers reguired.

. We maintalnad throughout the year an adequate and

effeciive system of infernai sudit of the aceounting

. fecords and cordrol systems.

I

during the yesr gave 8l persons il srested the spponunt,
| inspect and ask questions ebout thie suthorhy's sccounts

considered end dacumented the linancial and othe: Agks
faces and dealt with them properly.

armanged for 8 cormpeiant person, Ingepardent of the finpy:
i condrols end procedures, to give an ofjsctive waw o whsy
Internal controls mest 1 16 needs of this smalier suihodty
respondsd to malfers brought to #s aftention by knsred an
o extemal audlt

4 disclosad everything it shouid have about s business acti+
§ during the year Including events taking place after the year
and ¥ ralevant.

| 7. Wa fook appropriste action on all matiers raised

i inreposts from imtamal and exiemal audit,

1 8. Wa conaidered whether any ltigation, labiltes or
commitmenis, events or transactions, occurring sither
during or after the year-end, have a finencial impaci on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them |
in the acccuniing stetements,

9. {Far focal councile onlv} Trust funds including
eharitabie. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee wa discharged cur sccountability
responsibiiities for the fund{sVassets, including
financial raporing and, I required, independent : 2
examination of audi. g

*Please provide explanstions to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified, These shests must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement. -

has met afl of its responsibiiities where, &s » dogs
carporale, it is a sofe managing rusies oF & loce
frust or frusis.

This Annual Governance Staterment was approved 2t & Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting v here
imeeting of the authority on: | epproval was given:
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Beaction 2 —- Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

| 1. Baiances brought
- forward

Notes and guidance

F round sl fig

as recorded in the financial records. Value must agrez o
| Box 7 of previous year.

i+ Precepl or Rates and

Lavies

3

Total amount of precept {or for IDBs rates and lavies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any greats
received.

| 3. {+: Tl other recaibis
i

Total income or receipts as racorded in the cashibook less
the precep! or ratesfaviss received (ling 2}, Incivds ane
grants received,

A {-y Staff costs

i 8. (-} Loan imerest/capiial
repaymeants

Total expendilure or payments madg to and on kabaif
of el employess. Include gross salaries and wagas.
employers NI contributions, employers pension

| contributions, gratuiies and severance payments.

Total expendiiure or paymants of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (ifany) |

. {1 All othes payments

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash- |
book jess staff costs (line 4} and loan interest/capils! ;
repayments (line 5).

| 7. {=) Balances carried
| forward
i

| Total balances and reserves at the end of the year, Must
equal (142+3) - (4+5+6}.

2. Total valus of cash and
shorl term investments

{8 Towl fixed asssts plus
| long term invesiments
| and asssts

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash ¥
| holdings and short term Investmer.'s held as at 21 Margh |
To agree with bank reconciliation. |
The value of all the properly the authority owns ~ it is made |
| up of ail is fixed assets and fong term invesimenis 35 at
31 March. i

{10 Total borrowings

1 The vutstanding capiial balance as at 31 March of 3/l iva:
4 from third parlies (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

| 11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
i {includirg charitable)

|, Disclosure note re Trust funds
f {including chantable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acls a5 sole Fusies
is responsible for managing Trust funds or agsels.

| The figures in the accounting statements above
| exclude any Trusi transactions.

ify that for the vear ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
wments i this Annual Governance and Accountability
zlurn have been prepared on either 3 receipts and

Gils or income and expenditure basis following the
dance in Governance and Accountability for Smailer
Loihorities - a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices

=04 prasent Tairly the financial position of this authority.
Zigned by Responsible Financial Officer before being
arzsented to the authority for approval

e

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were

Signed by C
Accountin
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of Tickhill Town Council - SY0082

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAQO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAQ website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
* confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Please see below

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We are unable to complete our review work on the AGAR and supporting documentation as a result of correspondence received in
relation to 2023/24 and/or prior years. Once we have finalised our review and completed any additional work arising from that
correspondence, a final repart will be provided with the certificate of completion detailing any gualifications and ‘other’ matters.

Our fee note for the limited assurance review will be issued when we certify completion.

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024.

We do not certify completion because:

We have received correspondence bringing information to our attention that we must consider before certifying the completion of our
review and the discharging of our responsibilities

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature //?{;&{ il ﬁi{i’;}{i LLA Date 19/09/2024
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Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2023/24 in respect of

Tickhill Town Council - SY0082

Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National
Audit Office (NAO). A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute
an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and
hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. The UK
Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory
audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note
02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is
available from the NAO website - https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-
information-for-auditors/.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective
and that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance
and Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:
* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors.

External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On 19 September 2024, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review
of Sections 1 and 2 of this authority’s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year
ended 31 March 2024. We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at
that time. We are now in a position to certify completion of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return
requires amendments as follows:

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and
2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not
been met.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. Please ensure that amendments are corrected inthe
prior year comparatives when completing next year’'s AGAR:.

* Information received from the smaller authority indicates that assets purchased during the year have not been
included in Section 2, Box 9. We note the Council has updated the fixed asset register for 2024/25, as the
2023/24 fixed asset register did not contain sufficient detail.

We note the failure of the Council to consider ear marked reserves from prior years as part of the budgetary process and as
required by Section 49a of Local Government Finance Act 1992,

PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westferry Circus,
Canary Wharf, London

PKF Littiejohn LLP, Chartered Accountants. A list of members’ names is available at the address below. PKE Littlejohn LLP E14 4HD
is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales No. OC342572. Registered office at 15 Westferry Circus,
London E14 4HD. PKF Littlejohn LLP is a member of PKF Global, the network of member firms of PKF International Limited, T:+44 {0]20 7516 2200

each of which is a separate and independent legal entity and does not accept any responsibility or liability for the actions or

inactions of any individual maember or carrespondent firm(s). www.pkf-l.com
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Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We note the Council has reviewed the adequacy of its Standing Orders and Financial Regulations after the year end, and
these have subsequently been revised in February 2025.

The smaller authority has not provided a copy of its 2023/24 Reserves Policy.

We received challenge correspondence in relation to the 2023/24 AGAR which we considered before completing our work.
The authority will receive an invoice in relation to this additional work.

External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2024,

PRE Lavlejcha L

PKF Littlejohn LLP

13/02/2025
PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westferry Circus,
Canary Wharf, London
PKF Littigjohn LLP, Chartered Accountants. A list of members’ names is availabla at the address balow. PKF Litttejohn LLP E14 4HD
is a limitad lability partnership registered in England and Wales No. OC342572. Registered office at 15 Westferry Circus,
London E14 4HD. PKF Littlejohn LLP is 8 member of PKF Glohal, the network of member firms of PKF International Limited, T:+44 (0)20 7516 2200

each of which is a separate and independent legal entity and does not accept any responsibility or liability for the actions or

inactions of any individual member or correspondent firm(s). www.pkf-l.com



